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Witchcraft has been a part of American history since the earliest days of
European colonization. The first recorded case of witchcraft in the United
States occurred in 1648, when a woman named Margaret Jones was
accused of bewitching a cow in Hartford, Connecticut. Jones was found
guilty and hanged, and her execution marked the beginning of a long and
bloody period of witch hunts in America.

The most famous witch trials in American history took place in Salem,
Massachusetts in 1692. Over the course of several months, more than 200
people were accused of witchcraft, and 20 were executed. The Salem witch
trials were a complex and tragic event, and they have been the subject of
much study and debate ever since.

After the Salem witch trials, the belief in witchcraft gradually declined in the
United States. However, it never completely disappeared, and in the 20th
century, there was a revival of interest in witchcraft and the occult. This
revival was due in part to the publication of books such as Margaret
Murray's The Witch-Cult Hypothesis (1921) and Gerald Gardner's
Witchcraft Today (1954). These books helped to popularize the idea of
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witchcraft as a legitimate religion, and they led to the formation of new
Wiccan and Pagan groups.

Today, witchcraft is a thriving religion in the United States. There are an
estimated 1 million Wiccans and Pagans in the country, and there are
hundreds of Wiccan and Pagan groups and organizations. Witchcraft is
also a popular subject of study in academia, and there are a growing
number of books and articles being published on the subject.

Witchcraft in Early North America: American Controversies is a
comprehensive and authoritative history of witchcraft in the United States.
Author Adam Robarts delves into the social, cultural, and religious factors
that have shaped the American experience with witchcraft, shedding light
on the ways in which it has both fascinated and frightened Americans for
centuries.

Robarts begins his book by examining the European roots of witchcraft
belief. He shows how the belief in witchcraft was brought to America by
European colonists, and how it was shaped by the unique social and
cultural conditions of the New World.

Robarts then goes on to discuss the major witch hunts in American history,
including the Salem witch trials. He provides a detailed account of the
events of these trials, and he explores the social and psychological factors
that led to them.

In the final chapters of his book, Robarts examines the revival of interest in
witchcraft in the 20th century. He discusses the formation of new Wiccan
and Pagan groups, and he explores the ways in which witchcraft has
become a legitimate religion in the United States.



Witchcraft in Early North America: American Controversies is a well-written
and engaging book that provides a comprehensive overview of the history
of witchcraft in the United States. Robarts's research is thorough, and his
writing is clear and concise. This book is an essential resource for anyone
interested in the history of witchcraft or American culture.
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