
Violence and the American Interstate:
Discovering America's Violent Past
The American interstate highway system, a vast network of interconnected
roads spanning the nation, plays a vital role in our daily lives. It facilitates
commerce, connects communities, and allows for the efficient movement of
people and goods. However, beneath the seemingly mundane facade of
these highways lies a hidden history steeped in violence. From the first
roadkill to the infamous freeway shootings, the interstates have borne
witness to countless acts of brutality that have shaped the American
experience.

The Early Days: Roadkill as a Symbol of Progress

As the interstates were first constructed in the mid-20th century, they cut
through countless wildlife habitats. This resulted in a surge in roadkill, a
gruesome phenomenon that became a literal and metaphorical marker of
America's westward expansion. The carcasses of deer, raccoons, and
other animals served as a chilling reminder of the environmental toll of
human progress.

The Freeway Shootings: A String of Terror

In the 1970s, a series of sniper shootings along the interstates in California
and Virginia spread terror across the nation. The freeway shootings, as
they came to be known, were a chilling example of random, senseless
violence. The motive behind the attacks remains unknown, and the
perpetrators were never caught. The shootings left a lasting impact on
American society, fueling fear and paranoia among motorists.
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Gang Violence and the Drug Trade

The interstates also became a conduit for drug trafficking and gang activity.
The easy access to major cities and the anonymity of the highways made
them ideal for the transportation and distribution of illegal substances. As
the drug trade flourished, so did gang violence. Drive-by shootings and turf
wars became commonplace along the interstates, particularly in urban
areas.

Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault

The interstates also provided a secluded setting for domestic violence and
sexual assault. The anonymity of the highways and the lack of witnesses
made them a haven for predators. In recent years, there have been
numerous cases of women and children being abducted, raped, or killed
along the interstates.

Reclaiming the Interstates: Towards a Safer Future
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While the history of violence along the interstates is a sobering reminder of
the darker side of American society, there is also hope for a brighter future.
Law enforcement agencies have stepped up patrols and implemented new
technologies to deter crime. Community groups and victim advocates are
working tirelessly to raise awareness and provide support to victims of
violence. Moreover, ongoing efforts to improve the infrastructure and
lighting along the interstates are making them safer for all users.

The history of violence along the American interstate highway system is a
complex and multifaceted story that sheds light on some of the darkest
chapters in American history. From roadkill to freeway shootings, gang
violence to domestic abuse, the interstates have borne witness to the worst
of human behavior. However, by acknowledging this history and working
together to address the root causes of violence, we can reclaim the
interstates as safe and vibrant spaces that connect and empower
communities across the nation.

If you or someone you know has been affected by violence along the
American interstates, please reach out for help. There are numerous
resources available, including the National Domestic Violence Hotline (1-
800-799-SAFE),the National Sexual Assault Hotline (1-800-656-HOPE),and
the Crime Victims Resource Center (1-800-394-2255).

Together, we can work towards a future where the interstates are free from
violence and where all Americans can travel safely and securely.
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