
Unveiling the True Story of Boston Corbett:
The Man Who Killed John Wilkes Booth
In the annals of American history, the assassination of President Abraham
Lincoln looms as a pivotal tragedy that forever altered the course of the
nation. Amidst the chaos and turmoil that followed, one man emerged as an
enigmatic figure: Boston Corbett, the obscure Union soldier who hunted
down and killed the infamous assassin, John Wilkes Booth.

For decades, the story of Boston Corbett has been shrouded in mystery
and speculation. This comprehensive article seeks to shed light on the true
tale of Corbett, revealing his motivations, his extraordinary journey during
the Civil War, and the lasting impact of his actions on American history.
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Early Life and Military Service

Boston Corbett was born in 1832 in Wellsburg, Virginia (now West Virginia).
Little is known about his early life, but it is believed that he had a troubled
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upbringing and received minimal education. As a young man, he moved to
Illinois, where he worked as a farm laborer and a stagecoach driver.

With the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861, Corbett enlisted in the Union
Army, joining the 16th Illinois Cavalry Regiment. He served with distinction,
participating in numerous battles and skirmishes, and earning a reputation
for his bravery and tenacity.

The Assassination of President Lincoln

On April 14, 1865, John Wilkes Booth assassinated President Lincoln at
Ford's Theatre in Washington, D.C. The assassination sent shockwaves
throughout the nation, plunging the country into mourning and setting off a
massive manhunt for Booth.

Among those tasked with finding Booth was Boston Corbett. As a member
of the 16th Illinois Cavalry, Corbett volunteered to join a detachment of
soldiers led by Lieutenant Colonel Everton Conger. Together, they
embarked on a relentless pursuit of the assassin.

The Manhunt and the Killing of Booth

The manhunt for Booth proved to be arduous and dangerous. Corbett and
his fellow soldiers tirelessly tracked their quarry through dense forests and
treacherous swamps, enduring harsh weather and evading Confederate
patrols.

On April 26, 1865, Corbett and his detachment stumbled upon Booth hiding
in a tobacco barn in Port Royal, Virginia. Booth refused to surrender, and a
brief shootout ensued. Corbett fired a single shot that struck Booth in the
neck, killing him instantly.



Aftermath and Legacy

With the death of John Wilkes Booth, Boston Corbett became a national
hero. He was feted in parades and celebrated in newspapers throughout
the country. However, his fame was short-lived.

In the years that followed, Corbett's reputation became tarnished by
accusations of drunkenness and mental instability. He was repeatedly
arrested for minor offenses and spent time in an asylum. The true story of
his motivations and actions on the night Booth was killed remained largely
unknown.

Rediscovering the True Corbett

In recent years, historians and scholars have sought to uncover the true
story of Boston Corbett. Through meticulous research, they have painted a
more nuanced and complex portrait of the man who played such a pivotal
role in American history.

Corbett was not a perfect hero, but he was a flawed and courageous
soldier who acted with determination and loyalty in the face of adversity.
His actions, while controversial at the time, ultimately helped to bring
closure to the assassination of President Lincoln and preserve the legacy
of one of the nation's greatest leaders.

Boston Corbett's story is a reminder that even in the darkest of times,
individuals can make a profound impact on history. His unwavering pursuit
of John Wilkes Booth and his role in ensuring that the assassin would not
escape justice forever etched his name into the annals of American lore.



Through this comprehensive article, we have endeavored to shed light on
the true story of Boston Corbett, a complex and fascinating figure who
deserves to be remembered not only for his actions on the night of April 26,
1865, but also for his service to his country and his unwavering dedication
to justice.
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