
The True Story of Ada Blackjack: The Female
Robinson Crusoe
Ada Blackjack was a young Inuit woman who was born in the late 1800s.
She lived a traditional life, hunting and fishing with her family in the Arctic.
In 1921, she joined an expedition to Wrangel Island, a remote island in the
Chukchi Sea. The expedition was led by Vilhjalmur Stefansson, a famous
Arctic explorer.
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The expedition was a disaster. The ship that was supposed to pick them up
never arrived, and the crew was forced to spend the winter on the island.
The men were unprepared for the harsh conditions, and many of them died
from starvation and disease.
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Ada Blackjack was the only woman on the expedition, and she quickly
became a valuable member of the crew. She was a skilled hunter and
fisher, and she helped to keep the men alive. She also nursed the sick and
injured, and she kept morale up.

In the spring, the men decided to leave the island and try to make it to
safety. They built a boat and set off across the ocean. However, the boat
was soon caught in a storm and capsized. All of the men drowned, except
for Ada Blackjack.

Ada Blackjack was alone on the island for over a year. She survived by
hunting and fishing, and she built a shelter to protect herself from the
elements. She also kept a journal, in which she recorded her experiences.

In 1923, Ada Blackjack was finally rescued by a passing ship. She was
taken back to civilization, where she became a celebrity. She was hailed as
a hero, and her story was told in newspapers and magazines around the
world.

Ada Blackjack's story is an inspiring tale of survival and resilience. She
faced incredible challenges, but she never gave up. She is a role model for
all of us, and her story teaches us that anything is possible if we have the
courage to never give up.

Lessons We Can Learn from Ada Blackjack's Story

There are many lessons that we can learn from Ada Blackjack's story. Here
are a few of the most important:



Never give up. No matter how difficult things get, never give up on
your dreams. Ada Blackjack faced incredible challenges, but she never
gave up hope. She kept fighting, and she eventually achieved her goal
of surviving on the island.

Be resourceful. When you are faced with a challenge, be resourceful
and find a way to overcome it. Ada Blackjack used her skills as a
hunter and fisher to survive on the island. She also built a shelter to
protect herself from the elements.

Be positive. Even in the darkest of times, try to stay positive. Ada
Blackjack kept her spirits up by keeping a journal and by talking to
herself. She also focused on the good things in her life, such as the
beauty of the island.

Never lose your sense of humor. A sense of humor can help you get
through even the toughest times. Ada Blackjack often joked about her
situation, and she even wrote a poem about her experience on the
island.

Ada Blackjack's story is an inspiring reminder that anything is possible if we
have the courage to never give up. She is a role model for all of us, and her
story teaches us that we can overcome any challenge if we have the right
attitude.

Additional Resources

The True Story of Ada Blackjack by Jennifer Niven

Ada Blackjack: The Arctic Explorer Who Survived Alone for Over a
Year by Smithsonian Magazine



Ada Blackjack: The Female Robinson Crusoe by PBS
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