The Life of Margaret Beaufort, Mother of the
Tudors: A Captivating Journey into the Heart
of the British Monarchy

In the annals of British history, Margaret Beaufort stands as an enigmatic
and influential figure. As the mother of King Henry VII, she played a pivotal
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role in the rise of the Tudor dynasty and shaped the course of English
history. Her life was a tapestry of political intrigue, family tragedy, and
unwavering faith, making her an enduring subject of fascination for scholars
and historians alike.

Born in 1443, Margaret Beaufort was the daughter of John Beaufort, Duke
of Somerset, and Margaret Beauchamp of Bletso. Her birthright granted her
a prominent position in the English court, but her childhood was marred by
the turmoil of the Wars of the Roses, a bloody civil war that pitted the
House of Lancaster against the House of York for the throne of England.
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At the tender age of 12, Margaret was betrothed to John de la Pole, Earl of
Lincoln, a supporter of the Yorkist cause. However, their marriage was
short-lived, as Lincoln was killed in battle just a year later. Margaret's
second marriage, to Henry Stafford, Duke of Buckingham, proved to be
more enduring, but it was also marked by tragedy. Buckingham was
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executed for treason in 1483, leaving Margaret a widow for the second
time.

Despite the personal losses she endured, Margaret Beaufort remained a
steadfast supporter of the Lancastrian cause. She played a crucial role in
the exile of King Edward IV, the Yorkist monarch, and the subsequent
accession of her son, Henry Tudor, to the throne in 1485. As the mother of
the king, Margaret Beaufort wielded considerable influence over her son's
court.

Margaret Beaufort was a devout woman who dedicated much of her life to
religious and charitable causes. She founded several schools and colleges,
including Christ's College, Cambridge, and was a generous benefactor to
religious institutions. Her piety and good works earned her the respect and
admiration of her contemporaries, who saw her as a model of Christian
virtue.

In her later years, Margaret Beaufort retired from court life and spent her
time in prayer and contemplation. She died in 1509, at the age of 66, and
was buried in Westminster Abbey alongside her son, King Henry VII. Her
tomb, a magnificent work of Renaissance art, serves as a testament to her
legacy as a powerful and influential figure in English history.

The life of Margaret Beaufort is a captivating tale of love, loss, and triumph.
She was a woman of great strength and determination, who played a
pivotal role in shaping the course of English history. Her legacy continues
to inspire and fascinate generations, making her one of the most enduring
and enigmatic figures of the Tudor era.



If you are interested in learning more about the extraordinary life of
Margaret Beaufort, | highly recommend reading the following book:

= Margaret Beaufort: Mother of the Tudors by David Starkey

This acclaimed biography provides a comprehensive and engaging account
of Margaret Beaufort's life and times. It is a must-read for anyone interested
in Tudor history or the role of women in medieval society.
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