
Coyote How He Gets His Name: An
Enchanting Tale of Transformation

A Timeless Legend from the Heart of Native American Tradition

In the vibrant tapestry of Native American lore, Coyote holds a prominent
place as a trickster figure, a mischievous and enigmatic character whose
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actions often lead to both laughter and wisdom. Among the many tales that
recount his adventures, "Coyote How He Gets His Name" stands out as a
particularly enchanting story that delves into the origins of his moniker.

The Wily Coyote and the Curious Bird

The tale begins with Coyote, then known as Little Boy, embarking on a
journey through a dense forest. As he strolls along, his sharp eyes catch
sight of a beautiful bird perched on a branch, its vibrant plumage
shimmering in the sunlight. Intrigued, Little Boy approaches the bird and
asks, "What's your name?"
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To his surprise, the bird replies, "My name is Who. Would you like to know
my friend's name?" Little Boy eagerly agrees, and the bird continues, "My
friend's name is You."

A Twist of Fate

Curiosity piqued, Little Boy decides to play a trick on the bird. He hides
behind a tree and calls out, "Who! You!" The bird, hearing its name being
called, flies down to investigate. However, it finds only an empty space.
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Undeterred, Little Boy repeats the trick several times, each time the bird
falls prey to his ruse. Finally, the bird realizes that it is being fooled and flies
away in anger.

The Consequences of Deception

As Little Boy watches the bird disappear into the sky, he feels a sense of
triumph. However, his joy is short-lived, for as soon as the bird is out of
sight, a voice booms from above.

"You have played a cruel trick," the voice says. "From this day forward, your
name shall be Coyote, for you are as sly and cunning as a coyote."

And so, from that day on, Little Boy became known as Coyote, a moniker
that would forever reflect his trickster nature.

Themes and Symbolism

"Coyote How He Gets His Name" is not merely a whimsical tale but also a
rich source of cultural insights and symbolism. The story explores the
following themes:

Trickery and Deception: Coyote's actions demonstrate the potential
for trickery to lead to both humor and regret.

The Power of Language: The story highlights the importance of
language in shaping identity and relationships.

The Transformative Nature of Experience: Coyote's encounter with
the bird serves as a catalyst for his personal transformation.

A Timeless Tale for All Ages



"Coyote How He Gets His Name" transcends cultural and generational
boundaries, captivating readers of all ages with its timeless themes and
enchanting storytelling. The tale teaches valuable lessons about the
consequences of our actions, the importance of respecting others, and the
power of language to shape our world.

Discover the Magic of Native American Folklore

Embark on a literary journey into the rich tapestry of Native American
folklore. "Coyote How He Gets His Name" is just one of the many
captivating tales that offer a glimpse into the wisdom and imagination of
ancient cultures. Explore the vast collection of Native American stories and
discover the timeless truths they hold.
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