
Alfred Russel Wallace: The Forgotten Giant of
Natural History
Alfred Russel Wallace was a pioneering British naturalist, explorer,
geographer, anthropologist, and illustrator. He was best known for
independently developing a theory of evolution through natural selection
that paralleled Charles Darwin's. Wallace also made significant
contributions to the study of biogeography and the distribution of species.
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Wallace was born in 1823 in Usk, Monmouthshire, Wales. He showed an
early interest in natural history and collected specimens from a young age.
At the age of 25, he embarked on a collecting expedition to the Our Book
Library rainforest, where he spent four years exploring the region and
collecting specimens. During this time, he developed his theory of evolution
through natural selection.

In 1858, Wallace sent a paper outlining his theory to Darwin. Darwin was
already working on his own theory of evolution, and he was impressed by
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Wallace's ideas. The two men agreed to present their theories jointly at a
meeting of the Linnean Society of London in 1858. This presentation is
considered to be the starting point of the modern theory of evolution.

Wallace continued to explore and collect specimens throughout his life. He
traveled to the Malay Archipelago, New Guinea, and Australia. He also
wrote numerous books and articles on natural history. In 1881, he was
awarded the Free Download of the Bath for his contributions to science.

Wallace died in 1913. He is buried in Broadstone Cemetery in Dorset,
England. A statue of Wallace stands in the Natural History Museum in
London.

Wallace was a brilliant scientist who made significant contributions to our
understanding of the natural world. He was a pioneer in the field of
evolution and biogeography. His work helped to lay the foundation for
modern biology.

Wallace's Theory of Evolution

Wallace's theory of evolution through natural selection is very similar to
Darwin's. Both men proposed that species evolve over time through a
process of natural selection. This process occurs when individuals with
certain traits are more likely to survive and reproduce than individuals with
other traits. Over time, this can lead to the evolution of new species.

There are some key differences between Wallace's theory and Darwin's.
Wallace believed that evolution was a more gradual process than Darwin
did. He also believed that natural selection was not the only force driving



evolution. He suggested that other factors, such as sexual selection and
the environment, also played a role.

Wallace's theory of evolution was not as well-developed as Darwin's.
However, it was still a major contribution to the field of biology. Wallace's
work helped to convince many scientists of the truth of evolution.

Wallace's Contributions to Biogeography

Wallace was also a pioneer in the field of biogeography. Biogeography is
the study of the distribution of species. Wallace was one of the first
scientists to recognize that the distribution of species is not random. He
proposed that species are distributed according to certain rules. These
rules are based on factors such as climate, geography, and the availability
of resources.

Wallace's work on biogeography helped to lay the foundation for the field of
ecology. Ecology is the study of the interactions between organisms and
their environment. Wallace's work showed that the distribution of species is
not simply a matter of chance. It is also a result of the interactions between
organisms and their environment.

Wallace's Legacy

Wallace was a brilliant scientist who made significant contributions to our
understanding of the natural world. He was a pioneer in the fields of
evolution and biogeography. His work helped to lay the foundation for
modern biology.

Wallace is often overshadowed by Darwin. However, he was a major
contributor to the development of the theory of evolution. He was also a



brilliant scientist in his own right. His work on biogeography is still
considered to be groundbreaking.

Wallace's legacy is a reminder that there are many scientists who have
made significant contributions to our understanding of the natural world.
We should not forget the contributions of these scientists, even if they are
not as well-known as Darwin.
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